bulk of wetlands and natural stagnant waters in central Europe, the whole family Dasydytidae is regarded as an endangered taxon (Schwank 1990 ). However, this new record shows that even less common species, such as S. tongiorgii can be found in understudied waterbodies as, for example, agricultural and urban drainage ditches. With this new distribution record we conclude that S. tongiorgii is not exclusively adapted to a special biotope like alpine bog lakes and has a wider range of distribution and ecological requirements. The north-western lowlands near the German coast with their oceanic and moist climate, hundreds of drainage channels, ponds and fragments of the former huge moors constitute ideal conditions for stable populations of rare and endangered species of Dasydytidae. 
